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Even Pat Robertson and Richard 
Dawkins must use sun block to 
counteract the effects of global 
warming. Gigantic nonhuman 
beings—entities such as global 
warming and radiation and 
pollution—have dragged humans, 
kicking and screaming when they feel 
anything at all—mostly just blank with denial—into an Age of Asymmetry in which our 
cognitive powers become self-defeating. Knowledge is no longer able to achieve escape 
velocity from Earth, or more precisely, what Heidegger calls “earth,” the surging, “towering” 
reality of things.  The dance-on-a-volcano idealism of Romantic philosophy and art has 
collapsed. 
 
We are no longer poised on the edge of the abyss, contemplating its vastness while leaning 
on a walking stick, like the character in the Friedrich painting that exemplifies the 
transcendental turn and the managerial power of the bourgeoisie. Instead, like Wyle-E-
Coyote in mid-air, we have discovered that we are already falling inside the abyss, which is 
not pure nothingness, but instead the fiery interior of a hyperobject. Or we discover that the 
space we inhabit is not open and neutral, but is in fact the interior of a gigantic iceberg 
whose transparency was simply a matter of our less than adequate eyes. 
 
Flying through the Universe in the Space Shuttle of modernity, we find out that we were 
driving with the breaks on all the way, revving the engines while the fuselage lay rusting in a 
junkyard. We have woken up inside an object, like a movie about being buried alive. This is 
now the uncanny time of zombies after the end of the world, a time of hypocrisy, where 
every decision is “wrong.” Why? Because we are inside gigantic beings, like seven billion 
Jonahs inside four or five vast, intersecting whales. 
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