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For too long the material connections between meat in food of low nutritional value and 
that in premium quality meat-cuts have been overlooked. We have not found a way to think 
this connection, to name it either in the academic, public policy or domestic scenes, nor to 
identify the implications of these material connections for global food distribution patterns 
and nutrition. This failure can be attributed I argue to a failure to recognize the agency of 
nonhuman visceral matter in the meat production industry and how it shapes commercial 
practices working to create food. 
 
This paper is a close study of the animal body becoming a carcass of edible meat, consisting 
of what I call ‘visceral-objects’. Central to my argument is outlining the ontology of the 
‘visceral-object’. I unpick what the ontology of the visceral-object is in commercial meat 
animal production, meat processing and retailing through studying different processes and 
practices of different animals (chicken and cow) becoming meat. This research is based on 
empirical material from interviews and ethnographic study of meat animal production 
systems, abattoirs, meat processing factories and food retailing in Europe.  
 
The analysis draws upon the work of Mol (2002), Bryant (2011) and Bennett (2010) to 
consider the agencies and capacities of visceral-objects of different matter-kinds that make 
up edible bodies. Following the work of Mol (2002) ontology is understood as performed 
through practices; following the work of Bryant (2011) particular attention is paid to object-
object relations which are particularly resonant for the visceral-object; and following Bennett 
(2010) in conclusion this paper outlines a ‘political ecology’ of visceral-matters. Through 
analysis of practices and processes in three transformative ‘life-phases’ of the ‘visceral-object’ 
as animal body-part, as carcass feature, and as meat-cut the paper continues conversations 
between feminist materialist literature on the body with object-orientated ontology literature 
in the context of a neoliberal food regime. 
 
References 
Bennett, J. (2010) Vibrant Matter. Political ecology of things. Duke University Press. 
Durham  
Bryant L. (2011) The democracy of objects. Open Humanities Press. Michigan. 
Mol, A (2002) The body multiple. Duke University Press. Durham. 


