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One of the chief concerns of feminist materialisms that are part of the turn toward ontology 
is reconceptualizing matter as dynamic, animated, and in process (Haraway, 2008; Alaimo 
2008, Bennett 2010).  This revitalization or reanimation of nonhuman nature is said to make 
possible a reworking of the entrenched dualism of nature and culture, as vital materiality 
makes the “natural” more than passive resource for human appropriation or representation. 
In this paper I examine how this revitalization of nature and matter has figured in certain 
feminist work, and what its role is in feminist accounts of knowledge and of ontology.  I 
examine how it has been addressed in relation to human/non-human encounters and 
relations, including questions of ethical response. 
 
The questions of thinking the nonhuman, of accounts of a nonanthropocentric social-
material world, and of ethical response are taken up in the new materialisms that are 
emerging in several fields. Drawing on selections from this work, including new readings of 
the process philosophy of Whitehead (Shaviro, 2009), and the work of those addressing the 
vitality of matter and objects (Bryant, Srnicek, and Harman 2011, Morton, 2007), I argue for 
the importance of relationality in the feminist revitalization of nature and matter.  If earlier 
material and ecological feminisms address the question of how nature has been historically 
constructed by human meaning systems, thus justifying its domination, a more recent 
question is one that asks how, in specific local encounters, human and nonhuman entities 
co-create one another.  This shift marks a critical juncture in feminist engagements with 
materiality, in focusing on the co-constitution of entities, what Haraway has called 
companion species and more recently, sympoeisis (Haraway 2010).  
 
I argue that the focus on relational, creative process is important to emphasize in feminist 
materialism, as a counter to a human-centered constructivism.  It enables a consideration of 
the creation or becoming of the social-animal world that does not privilege human language 
or meanings as solely productive of what eventually comes to be. Nor does it privilege or 
prioritize matter or biology as constitutive or determinative of phenomena. A shift of 
emphasis to relationality and process seeks to avoid the separation of matter and meaning, 
enabling more dynamic accounts of event, instantiation or becoming, where various entities 
and agencies come together, and where materiality is bound up with --or more precisely, 
entangled with--language and meaning.  
 
 
 
 
 


