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 Ubiquitous connectivity and the prominence of smart phones are recasting the parameters 
of the human in a media ecology which requires both new concepts and methodologies. My 
current research project examines the intimate constitution of the human and technology by 
utilizing smart phones to gather data on mobility, location and information. This 
collaborative process, undertaken with undergraduates in the socio-economically challenged 
Western suburbs of Melbourne, Australia, will deploy researcher-driven tools and apps for 
data collection from mobile communication and location awareness in everyday life. I wish 
to examine key theoretical paradigms and concepts underlying this new methodology. 
 
My research engages the nonhuman by asserting that ubiquitous mobile connectivity is 
merely the latest manifestation of how we have never been human. This builds on work 
where I re-theorized the relationship between the human and technology, and, following a 
trajectory from Andre Leroi- Gourhan to Bernard Stiegler to Mark Hansen, rejects the well-
established separation of the natural (phusis) and artificial (techné). Instead, our 
contemporary condition, like that of the earliest lithic industry, is one of mutual constitution 
with and exteriorization by technology. My project of ‘nonhuman data collection’ applies the 
emerging paradigm of new materialist media theory via two problematics. The first regards 
the networked and embodied materiality of information, a perspective initially developed by 
Hayles and Terranova which I propose can be extended via what Lev Manovich calls ‘big 
data society.’ Can the collection, analysis and visualisation of collectively produced quotidian 
data reframe debates under data exclusion instead of privacy, and toward critical data 
inclusion in a new information commons? The second is attention to the nonhuman 
technical network in which this pervasive data production transpires; specifically, the 
assemblage of distributed, situated and embodied technology wherein ‘machines talk to 
machines before they talk to humans’ as Jussi Parikka, following Guattari, aptly observed. 
Here I will apply an autonomist turn to the data collected by inverting Virno's grammar of 
the multitude: can we parse a new syntax of flexibility in this mobile human-technological 
assemblage which, on the one hand, intensifies and extends the precarity of labour but on 
the other, engenders new politics as evinced in the Arab Spring, London Riots and the 
Occupy movement? 
 
My hope is that this research will furnish data for a new approach to radical empiricism, 
explicating the syntax of our processual environment which is distributed, ubiquitous, 
mobile, localized, and informationally-augmented. 
 


